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	ABSTRACT

For the Malays, the term “Akhlak” is prominently used to describe their morality. The study was purposely design to explore descriptive data on the contributing factors of the formation of Malay student’s moral reasoning schemes i.e., age, religious orientations, attitudes and beliefs towards the Malay social standards.  The study also looks at the Islamic moral/akhlak paradigm that emphasizes on spiritual aspects combining both cognitive science and Islamic Psychology approaches to conceptualize the formation of akhlak/moral reasoning schemes.  Three instruments based on the paradigm are created.  First, the Akhlak/moral  Reasoning Scheme Defining Test is used to identify the quality of the akhlak reasoning that is described on the scale of one to four.  Second, the “Religious Orientation Test” is used to assess the students’ religious orientations and third, the Attitudes and Beliefs towards the Malay Social Standard Test, assesses the students’ propensities on attitudes and beliefs towards the Malay social standard.  A group of 732 Malay students involved in this study where 396 are secondary school students while 336 are from the Public Higher Learning Institutions.  Both the quantitative and qualitative approaches were used in this study.  The quantitative analyses examine the effect of age differences, religious orientation, and the propensity of attitude and belief towards the Malay social standard on the reasoning quality.  The results show the age group, (F = 9.775 DF 1, sig 0.002) and propensity of attitude and belief towards the Malay social standard (F = 9.093 DF 2, sig 0.000) have significant effect on the formation of Malay students reasoning schemes.  The qualitative analyses show that four different types of akhlak/moral reasoning schemes: istiqamah, knowledgeable and passive imitation, passive imitation and passive imitation decadency exist among the students.  Malay students of different age groups and reasoning qualities demonstrate a mixture of reasoning schemes.  Students who score higher on the reasoning schemes test initiate more Islamic akhlak features compared to those with lower scores.  Significantly, the students’ age, and propensities on attitude and belief towards the Malay social standard play an important role in determining their akhlak reasoning quality. 
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